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So Saltman’s decision clearly was wrong, but his execution of that decision was abysmal.  
He sent in a student who has had previous issues with football players and was part of the 
group complaining about this skit to do his heavy lifting for him?  His excuse for not 
appearing himself was that he was too busy ringing the school bells?  This excuse is lame 
at best.  With his years of experience, Mickey had to have known the chaos his decision 
would cause backstage. Then he chose to literally shout the team off the stage like they 
were a bunch of misbehaving thugs?! 
 
 
The Governing Council President 
 
Andrew Edison serves as Governing Council President, and by virtue of that position, 
serves as Master of Ceremonies at pep rallies and assemblies.  He supposedly was among 
the students who complained about the skit.  This week, he met with our son, a senior 
football player, and told him that he “personally had no issue with the skit.”  If true, then 
he was poorly positioned as Saltman’s messenger.  If false, then his worries about 
“negative gender stereotyping” seem a bit hypocritical when one looks at the clever 
campaign video he used in his campaign for President.  Click on the following link to see 
Andrew – yes, that is him dressed in drag: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNV7iqOLRws 
 
 
The Teacher 
 
Ms. Leslie Lovett is regularly ranked among the least desired teachers (at least on the 
parent “whisper circuit”).  Good students are afraid they will never get a decent grade 
from her because they represent the conservative viewpoint and literally dread having to 
be in her class.  Her leftist invective is neither accurate nor part of the approved 
curriculum.  Last year, she commented to an 11th grade history class including my son 
that somehow both Lehman and Barclays made a bunch of money on the Lehman 
bankruptcy, and that all investment bankers were “sleazeballs” and dishonest.  With tears 
in his eyes, John Ed called her out in front of the class and said his dad worked for 
Lehman Brothers and had been working around the clock trying to save 11,000 jobs and 
that she had absolutely no idea what she was talking about.  She later sent John Ed an 
email apologizing for her behavior saying that she did not mean to attack his dad but that 
she was just stereotyping (emphasis added).  Yet when it serves her political agenda, she 
is the first to complain about stereotyping.  What hypocrisy! 
 
Last year, Ms. Lovett suggested that Homecoming should be at a girls’ field hockey game 
rather than at a football game.  She also complained that there were no women on the 
football team and poked her nose into the yearbook with nonsense issues that she has no 
business raising. 
 
So it should be no surprise that Ms. Lovett (Head of our Diversity Committee) is the 
aggrieved party who complained about the issue of “negative gender stereotyping.”  She 
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(and perhaps Andrew) got to Mickey and he caved at the last minute, after he had already 
given his official sign off.   
 

• Why are we tolerating teachers like Ms. Lovett? 
• Why are we allowing one or two highly motivated, highly politicized individuals 

to control our agenda as a school? 
• Why is Mickey so ready to pounce on good kids? (Earlier this year, Mickey called 

the peer mentoring group together to berate them for hazing freshmen on a retreat, 
only to learn later that he had his facts wrong, and he had to apologize to the 
entire group). 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
The pep rally incident is just a symptom of a broader problem.  As I said in the opening 
paragraph of this letter, this is not about a pep rally.  When a small group can force their 
agenda on the whole school, we have lost control of our school.  In our rush to be 
“politically correct,” we have become obsessed about pacifying even the most extreme of 
views—even if they are far from representative of the core values and character of 
Kinkaid families and alumni.  By standing for everything, we actually stand for nothing. 
 
What happened to our ability to laugh at ourselves and have fun?  What happened to 
common sense and good judgment?  Why is a married, heterosexual coach considered an 
oddity at Kinkaid?  Why is a gay female coach telling high school girls on her team that 
she was disappointed in them for belonging to the spirit club (SOK) and that by doing so 
they are just pandering to the football team? 
 
The number of parents who have been talking about this particular pep rally is enormous.  
It is not because they care about football or pep rallies, it is because they have all 
encountered the same issues in some form or fashion.  We have lost our way. 
 
My own view is that this all boils down to leadership.  That is always the case in “people 
businesses,” and certainly the business of education is a “people business.”  I don’t think 
the current Administration’s world view is consistent with the vast majority of Kinkaid 
parents, families and alumni.  I think the Board of Trustees has been too passive as the 
school has shifted farther and farther away from its core values.   
 
So, if it were my decision, Leslie Lovett should be terminated immediately.  Absent an 
informed view by the Board that he is the best man for the job going forward, Mickey 
Saltman should be encouraged strongly to retire at the end of this year.  I think the Board 
should have a hard conversation with Don North about the direction of the school.  I like 
Don personally and would hope that meeting would be a productive one.  However, I 
think that both the Board and Don should also be open-minded as to whether it is time for 
both sides to move on. 
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It is time for a change of direction, and it is time for the Board of Trustees to act.  Like 
many other families, the McGees will be watching closely.  We pulled our oldest child 
(Katie) from Kinkaid years ago due to concerns over the middle school experience, and 
she subsequently flourished at St. Johns (she is now a senior at Princeton).  John Ed’s 
group of friends is what has kept us here at Kinkaid.  They are now all graduating.  Sadly, 
we may find ourselves forced to leave Kinkaid once again for the benefit of our third 
child, Lizzy, who is currently an 8th grader, as four more years of “status quo” is rather 
unappealing.  Many, many parents have expressed the same concerns I have but they are 
worried about getting their seniors into college—I am not.  Many are concerned about 
whether they can change schools – I am not, as I know St. Johns will take another McGee 
in a heartbeat.  So on behalf of the “silent majority,” I tell you that this cancelled pep 
rally is the “tipping point” for many families.   
 
I hope and pray the Board reacts responsibly.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Hugh E. McGee III 


